NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAFBLIND IN BULGARIA
SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT

The First European Festival of Specific Abilities of Deafblind People
BULGARIA, Varna, 01 – 09  September  2008

To All Deafblind People

Dear Friends,

we issued the Second Announcement where are updated followed items (updates are highlighted as text in yellow colour):
1. Most important update is extension of item REGISTRATION AND DEADLINE: 
DEADLINE for receiving of Registration Forms: 30ty of June 2008.
Deadline for payment: 15th of July 2008
REGISTRATION CANCELLATION:

Cancellation must be submitted in writing no later then 31.07.2008. After this date, cancellations cannot be accepted!

Extension of deadlines is provoked by our desire to make European Festival of Specific Abilities of Deafblind People wider. 
Until now, we have participants from Russia, Norway, and candidates from England, Denmark, Croatia, Turkey……

We highly  appreciate your participation in events and competitions in sports, chess and culture and to show to all Europe real abilities of deafblind persons!!!

1.1. SPECIAL NOTE….. changes its title to “SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT TITLE OF EUROPEAN DEAFBLIND FESTIVAL”.  Update was necessary because of misunderstanding in some candidates that Bulgaria accepted only Slav deafblind persons. We have to clarify that: we are opened for all European countries without discrimination, also including Turkey and other Balkan and Middle East countries from Europe!!!
2. In First European Championship of General Physical Branches and Track-and-Field Athletics of Deafblind People: 
2.1  Two new sports branches number 16 and 17 in accordance with decision on Standing Committee on Sport and Culture of the Deafblind within EDBU: 

16) Two hundred (200) meters heel-and-toe walk - men and women – for totally blind persons
17) Two hundred (200) meters heel-and-toe walk - men and women – for persons with residual vision. 
Important note: Deafblind persons with no vision (totally blind) who contest in running and heel-and-toe walk sports branches (items 10; 12; 16; 17) have to wear light-proof  “blind bandage” on eyes. Deafblind persons should be guided by sighted guide during running. Couple “deafblind person + sighted guide” are running simultaneously and sighted guide leads deafblind person by hand holds a short piece of strap. Sighted guide only lead and orientate deafblind person without pulling. Equipment from organisers.  
2.2 Dividing of individually ranking by age group “up to 45 years old and over 45 years old” is removed due to request of our host and donor Varna Municipality. Updated wording: 
· individually ranking

· by age group: not  
*********************************************************************************************************

In accordance with resolution of European Deafblind Union’s Executive Committee, 
National Association of the Deafblind in Bulgaria has the pleasure of organizing in Bulgaria in 2008,   the First European Festival of Specific Abilities of Deafblind people. 

TITLE OF THE EVENT:

THE FIRST  EUROPEAN FESTIVAL OF SPECIFIC ABILITIES OF DEAFBLIND PEOPLE

under the patronage of Mayor of Municipality of Varna, Mr. Kiril Yordanov 

dedicated to 40 years since Helen Keller’s death and 128 years since her birth
The First European Festival of Specific Abilities of Deafblind people will consist of the following events (in a row):

· First European Chess Championship for the Deafblind

· First European Amateur Art Festival and Contest for the Deafblind
· First European Championship of General Physical Branches and Track-and-Field Athletics of Deafblind People
· European conference with the topic: “Sports and Culture – means for social integration of the deafblind people.”

· Constituent assembly of the European Organization of Deafblind Sports and Culture Integration  
Every deafblind person can participate in events as she or he wishes (at least one event, up to participation in all 5 events). 

SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT TITLE OF EUROPEAN DEAFBLIND FESTIVAL: 
We would like to clarify problem of translation of exact title of our First European Festival of Specific Abilities of Deafblind people from Bulgarian language to English and after that to another language. 

It is Bulgarian word “празник” - in Cyrillic letters;  [praznik] - in Latin transcription. This word can to translate in English as “holiday” or “festival” (in meaning as “celebration”). We decided to use word “festival” in reason to avoid confusion between similarities of word “holiday” and another word in plural - “holidays”  (in meaning as “vacation, recreation”), because there is decade tradition in European Deafblind Holydays (as a vacation, recreation).  Please, read below clear translations from Bulgarian word “празник” [praznik] to some Slav languages (in alphabetical order):
Croatian: praznik

Czech: svátek, prázdniny, dovolená

Macedonian: празник [praznik]

Polish: ferie, święto, wczasy

Russian: праздник  [prazdnik]
Serbian: praznik

Slovak: sviatok

Slovenian: praznik

Ukrainian: відпочинок, відпустка, свято, святковий  [vidpochinok, vidpustka, svyato,  svyatkoviy]
Finally: European Festival of Specific Abilities of Deafblind People shall be realizing as “Celebration of Specific Abilities of Deafblind People”!
PARTICIPANTS:  Deafblind persons as participants in competitions: 

· First European Chess Championship for the Deafblind

· First European Amateur Art Festival and Contest for the Deafblind

· First European Championship of General Physical Branches and Track-and-Field Athletics of Deafblind People

Another participants as assistant persons of deafblind participants: Interpreters-guides, sports trainers, art instructors and instrumental accompanists of vocalists, and another assistant persons. Please read below notes about participation in special articles about each event.

VENUE:  The city of Varna  - “The Sea Capital of Bulgaria”. 
Varna is very beautiful and world-famous Black Sea city with sunny beaches, many sights, historical places and attractions. There are international airport, railway station, bus station, harbour station, many sports and culture facilities. Near to Varna are located Black Sea resorts: 

“Sveti Sveti Konstantin i Elena”, “Slanchev Den”, “Riviera”, “Zlatni Pyasatzi”, “Albena”. 
Municipality of Varna has good experience in work with disabled people and will be local host of First European Festival of Specific Abilities of Deafblind people.
ACCOMODATION: Boarding-house of “Professor Doctor Ivan Shishmanov” School for children with impaired vision – Varna, very well adapted for persons who are visually impaired.  Boarding school also realizes curriculums for visually impaired multidisabled children and for deafblind children. 

Boarding-house has four floors with lifts and 45 improved rooms. All rooms are equipped with a toilet and shower bath (hot and cold water).  For those deafblind that participated in 8th European Holidays for Deafblind People in 2005 at the same school: there are many improvements: lifts in boarding-house, new PVC-windows in rooms. Every room can contain no more than 4 beds, but in relation with your reservation, your room will be re-equip as: 
· single room (with one bed), 
· double room (with two beds), 
· triple (threefold) room (with three beds),  
· quadruple (fourfold) room (with four beds). 
As difference from other types of rooms, only in single rooms there are TV-set and refrigerator.  
The School for children with impaired vision is located at the foot of picturesque elevation, among beautiful and calm forest, at 10 minutes walking distance from the beach, where you can go to swim in warm sea water and make sun-baths among refreshing Black Sea breeze. Boarding school is located also:

· at 15 minutes walking distance from the Varna’s residential district of “Asparukhovo”
· at 15 minutes walking distance from the “Fanagoria” historical settlement of ancient Bulgarians. It is reconstructed wooden fortress and settlement of ancient Bulgarians with live demonstrations of horse riding, martial arts and style of living (you can touch ant try all of them!). 
Residential district of “Asparukhovo” is named in memory of Founder of Bulgarian State near the river of Danube in year 681, the Kan (king) Asparukh.  “Fanagoria” is name of capital city of previous Bulgarian State between Black Sea and Caspian Sea  – “The Old Great Bulgaria” which existed since year 165. The capital city of Fanagoria was located at the Crimea peninsula.  

It is historically proved by linguistic and ethnographical data, and well as Latin, Armenian and Byzantine written sources, than the roots of ancient Bulgarians come from the East Iranian ethnic group, and their Land of origin was in Asia, in great ancient Bulgarian State called “Balkhara” with the capital city of Balkh, near the mountains of Pamir  and Hindu Kush. 
The previous Byzantine town of Odessos was renamed as “Varna”  from ancient Bulgarians after founding of Danube Bulgaria in year 681. The town of Varna is called of the name of one previous town of ancient Bulgarian State “Balkhara” near  Pamir  and Hindu Kush mountains – it was  town of Varnu from the 4th century BC. Word “varna” in Ancient Bulgarian language and in ancient East Iranian (Pamir) languages means “the thoroughly beginnings”. 
Contemporary Bulgarian language is formed as a complex between Ancient Bulgarian Language and Ancient Slav Language. Contemporary Bulgarian language linguistically is part of the  family of Slav languages ant it is predominated from Slav words, but several thousands of frequently used native words linked with style of living and traditional customs, nouns-words of family relations, came from Ancient Bulgarian Language. Many terms exist as a couple of two words synonyms – one came from Ancient Slav Language and one came from Ancient Bulgarian Language. Similarly, in Contemporary Bulgarian language is not being used grammar cases, in opposite way as in grammar of Slav languages which are inflected languages. As tradition of Ancient Bulgarian Language, in Contemporary Bulgarian language it is used preposition syntax system and system of definite articles as suffixes. In Contemporary Bulgarian language is used only one grammar case – vocative case. 
DATE:  01 – 09  September  2008.
DRAFT – PROGRAM: 

1st of September, Monday:  Arrival and accommodation of participants – chess-players. 

2nd t of September, Tuesday - First European Chess Championship for the Deafblind – Official opening, technical conference, first ant second round. 

3rd of September, Wednesday - First European Chess Championship for the Deafblind – third and fourth round.
4th  of September, Thursday - First European Chess Championship for the Deafblind – fifth final round. Official closing and awarding.  Arrival and accommodation of participants – sportsmen and amateur artists / performers. 
5th of September, Friday -  First European Amateur Art Festival and Contest for the Deafblind
6th of September, Saturday  - First European Championship of General Physical Branches and Track-and-Field Athletics of Deafblind People  (first half of event)
7th  of September, Sunday - First European Championship of General Physical Branches and Track-and-Field Athletics of Deafblind People  (second half of event)
8th of September, Monday - European conference with the topic: “Sports and Culture – means for social integration of the deafblind people” (before lunch) and Constituent assembly of the European Organization of Deafblind Sports and Culture Integration  (after lunch)
Official closing ceremony and Farewell Dinner. 

9th of September, Tuesday  - Departure of participants. 
GUIDELINES FOR EVENTS:
First European Chess Championship for the Deafblind

Chess-players (contestants): only deafblind persons can compete
Method of Final Positioning (Ranking):  
· individually ranking 

· national teams ranking 
National deafblind chess team can be formed, if there are at least 2 chess-players per nation (country) and no more than 2 chess-players in national deafblind chess team. 
Rules: Swiss system of tournament rules, in five rounds (see draft program), each round continues 2 hours. Control time limit: up to 1 hour per player.  Equipment: Tactile chessboards and standard chess-clocks.  Every deafblind chess-player should bring her/his own chessboard to the tournament.
The players sit on table diagonally across from each other, with the interpreter next to him/his, so that each player sits directly across from the other player’s interpreter. The clock is between the chessboards. The players move the pieces themselves, and call each move that is made, which is then interpreted by the opponent’s interpreter, so that he or she can make the corresponding move on his/her chessboard.
Awarding: 
Individually awarding  - with medals: 
· first place – golden medal

· second place – silver medal

· third place – bronze medal

· fourth to sixth places – honorary diplomas

National teams awarding – with cups for first, second, third place.
Souvenirs as material awards.

We will send out complete Regulations for First European Chess Championship for the Deafblind.
First European Amateur Art Festival and Contest for the Deafblind
Classification on: 
By participation:  

· Individual performer (solo);

· Duet / Duo; 

· Group (Formation) of performers

Rules for classification: Performers and Artists (contestants): only deafblind persons can compete and classed as individuals, member of duets and groups. Following persons, who are not deafblind, they can participate if some performances but cannot be classed as individuals: art instructors of deafblind as leaders in groups, instrumental accompanists of deafblind vocalists and other similar assistant persons.
By kind of art:

· Performers arts:
· Singing and Music 
· Synchronous (simultaneous) singing with sign language (with using of play-back on CD or cassette-tape)

· Dances  

· Pantomime
Important Rule: No more than 5 minutes totally for all performances of each individual, duet, duo and group!!! 

· Exhibition arts:
· Fine Art 
· Applied Art 

Awarding:  honorary diplomas with souvenirs. 
We will send out complete Regulations for First European Amateur Art Festival and Contest for the Deafblind.

First European Championship of General Physical Branches and Track-and-Field Athletics of Deafblind People
Sportsmen (contestants): only deafblind persons can compete
Method of Final Positioning (Ranking):  

· individually ranking

· by sex: men and women

· by age group: not  
· national teams ranking (final complex team ranking)
Sports branches:
1. putting the shot - men and women

2. standing long jump - men and women

3. lifting of dumb-bells over head until withdrawal and for time - men and women

4. skipping with rope until withdrawal and for time - men and women

5. push-ups (press-ups) in front support position until withdrawal and for time - men

6. squatting until withdrawal and for time - men and women

7. sit-ups until withdrawal and for time - men and women

8. discus-throwing - men and women

9. arm-wrestling - men and women, left and right arm

10. Sixty (60) meters dash (sprint; running) - men and women – for totally blind persons 
11. Sixty (60) meters dash (sprint; running) - men and women – for persons with residual vision
12.  A hundred (100) meters dash (sprint; running) - men and women – for totally blind persons
13.  A hundred (100) meters dash (sprint; running) - men and women – for persons with residual vision.
14. Darts - men and women – for persons with residual vision. 
15.  Throwing of rubber rings on target – vertical standing stick - men and women – for persons with residual vision. (rubber rings have to string up on the vertical standing stick)
16. Two hundred (200) meters heel-and-toe walk - men and women – for totally blind persons

17. Two hundred (200) meters heel-and-toe walk - men and women – for persons with residual vision. 
Important note: Deafblind persons with no vision (totally blind) who contest in running and heel-and-toe walk sports branches (items 10; 12; 16; 17) have to wear light-proof  “blind bandage” on eyes. Deafblind persons should be guided by sighted guide during running. Couple “deafblind person + sighted guide” are running simultaneously and sighted guide leads deafblind person by hand holds a short piece of strap. Sighted guide only lead and orientate deafblind person without pulling. Equipment from organisers.  
Please see attached file with photos illustrated these sports branches. 
Rules:  
Each deafblind participant can to participate up to 3 sports branches (one or two or three). After final of each sports branch competition we will do individual rewarding for this sports branch and after that we will pass to next one. Finally will be calculated the complex final national teams ranking and will be awarded national teams. 

Awarding: 

Individually awarding  - with medals: 

· first place – golden medal

· second place – silver medal

· third place – bronze medal

· fourth to sixth places – honorary diplomas

National teams awarding – with cups for first, second, third place.

Souvenirs as material awards.

We will send out complete Regulations for First European Championship of General Physical Branches and Track-and-Field Athletics of Deafblind People.
European conference with the topic: “Sports and Culture – means for social integration of the deafblind people.” 

All participants in other events are welcome to participate in conference as audience and in discussion. We will invite speakers - specialists from Bulgaria and other countries, which can be also deafblind persons with experience in problems and affairs of the deafblind in fields of sports, chess and culture activities.

Constituent assembly of the European Organization of Deafblind Sports and Culture Integration
Our goal is that to be created European organization of federative basis. This organization will develop sports and culture activities among deafblind people in Europe. It is possible that it will be only sports organization (sports federation). National sports organizations (sports federations) will be members of European sports organization (sports federation). Similar national sports organizations should be created in other European countries except in Bulgaria.
In Bulgaria since 2005 we have National Sports Federation of Deafblind Persons which is officially registered by law. Three United Deafblind sports clubs in three Bulgarian cities: “Maritza” - Plovdiv, “Vihar” - Varna and “Ustrem” - Dobritch are members of National Bulgarian Deafblind Sports Federation.  Each of this three United Deafblind sports clubs is separate juridical person and also is officially registered by low as non-governmental organization.
In Constituent assembly, each nation will have only one national representative who must be deafblind and have right to speak and right to vote. We will send invitations to persons who will be national representatives in Constituent assembly. Other deafblind participants in conference and other events can be silent audience and observers of Constituent assembly in theirs wish. 
ARRIVAL / DEPARTURE

The arrival / departure place is Varna. There are International Airport Varna, railway station, bus station, sea port.  At your arrival we arrange your transportation from the airport, railway station,  bus station and harbour station to the Boarding School for children with impaired vision – Varna, and respectively from Boarding school to the airport, railway station, bus station and harbour station at your departure. 

You can check your flights at http://www.varna-airport.bg/ .  
In attached Registration Form you should to inform us about your travel schedule. 
OFFICIAL LANGUAGES
Bulgarian language – will be used from Bulgarian participants.
English language - will be used from foreign participants. Interpreters of foreign participants have to speak English. There will be local team of interpreters between English and Bulgarian, in our disposal. 
INSURANCE

The participants themselves must make sure that they have an appropriate insurance for the journey and for the stay in Bulgaria.
PRICE

In price is included accommodation (lodging), all meals – breakfasts, lunches, dinners in all days of your stay; necessary transport in all events of the Festival, as well as transportation in Varna at your arriving and departure (between Boarding school and your arriving / departure place). Each participant has to cover by oneself his/her cost for travelling to and from Bulgaria as well as costs for additional individual needs during stay not included in price.  
In Boarding-house of School for children with impaired vision – Varna there are 45 rooms. We can offer rooms for accommodation for 4 persons, for 3 persons, for 2 persons or for 1 person in one room. Every room can contain no more than 4 beds, but in relation with your reservation, your room will be re-equip as: 

· single room (with one bed), 

· double room (with two beds), 

· triple (threefold) room (with three beds),  

· quadruple (fourfold) room (with four beds). 

Please see the table below. 
Note: each price is per person!
	Type of room

	Price per person per night

	Total amount calculated for example for 8 nights, per person
(for participation from 1st  to 9th
of September,
there are 8 nights of lodging)



	Single room (with one bed)
	50 €


	400 €



	Double room (with two beds)
	25 €


	200 €



	Triple (threefold) room (with three beds)
	20 €


	160 €



	Quadruple (fourfold) room (with four beds)
	15 €


	120 €



Each participant can choose by oneself his/her arrival and departure dates depending of participation in desired events, and number of nights in stay are calculated between arrival and departure dates.   
REGISTRATION AND DEADLINE: 

Please register for participation in First European Festival of Specific Abilities of Deafblind People in attached Registration Form! 

DEADLINE for receiving of Registration Forms: 30st of June 2008.

Registration Forms shall be received in National Association of Deafblind in Bulgaria, 
by e-mail: nadbbg@mbox.contact.bg 
or by fax: +359 32/ 653 602
PAYMENT:

Payment should be only in Euro by Bank Transfer (see bank details in Registration Form)
All payments must be free of any charges for the payee and all bank charges have to be borne by the sender.
Deadline for payment: 15th of Jule 2008
Once fees have been paid, registration will be confirmed. 

CONFIRMATION OF REGISTRATION:

Participants will receive a written confirmation of registration. 

REGISTRATION CANCELLATION:

Cancellation must be submitted in writing no later then 31.07.2008. After this date, cancellations cannot be accepted!

If you know any deafblind people who might be interested in First European Festival of Specific Abilities of Deafblind People, please forward this message to them or send us their address. If you want to get more information or if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us:

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAFBLIND IN BULGARIA

e-mail: nadbbg@mbox.contact.bg
tel. / fax: +359 32/ 653 602
mobile tel.: +359 899 05 93 08;   +359 889 06 21 65;   +359 889 06 21 10.
Welcome!

I hope to meet you all in Bulgaria in Varna in 2008!

Best wishes,

Dimitar Parapanov,

President of National Association of the Deafblind in Bulgaria

President of National Sports Federation of the Deafblind in Bulgaria

Director of Helen Keller National rehabilitation centre for deafblind persons - Plovdiv, Bulgaria

Auditor of European Deafblind Union (EDbU)

Chairman of Deafblind Sports and Culture Commission whitin EDbU
